
“A
ny piece of land
gardened by a
group of people.”

That’s how the
American Community Gar-
dening Association defines a
community garden. It can
be at a church, business,
school or neighborhood. It
can cultivate food or just
community ties. It can feed
the masses or feed the soul.
In short, a community gar-
den is what you make it.

“It starts with one person,
two people, talking and
gradually getting enough
involvement and interest on
the part of their neighbors
to take it to the next level,”
said Pat Tuleibitz, a Master
Gardener since 2008 who
has become something of a
community garden expert.

She has helped organiza-
tions all over the Upstate
establish community gar-
dens, and she said she’s
seen gardens serve all kinds
of purposes, from feeding
the hungry to hosting a
party.

Several local businesses,
for example, create com-
munity gardens as part of
their corporate service ef-
forts, donating the food they
grow to charitable organiza-
tions.

“They’re doing it for the
food banks. They’re doing it

to support the community,”
she said. “Other organiza-
tions do it because they
want to provide a commun-
ity environment. They want
to get more involvement on
the part of their neighbors.”

The fresh, homegrown
vegetables, it seems, are
almost an afterthought, a
happy byproduct of an en-
riching community project.

At First Christian Church
on Edwards Road, a garden
became a sort of community
outreach.

“We’ve been trying to
involve the community, the
immediate neighborhood, in
our church for a period of
time,” said Ron Logan, for-
mer outreach chairman who

helped organize the gar-
den’s kickoff last year.

Area residents were in-
vited to sow a plot alongside
church members. And the
church used its own plots to
proffer a weekly offering of
food to Project Host.

The first year was such a
success that they’re adding
two more raised beds this
year.

“It’s a growing project,”
Logan said.

It’s a similar story at Scan-
Source Inc., a local business
that planted a 19-bed com-
munity garden last year
under the leadership of
facilities director Paige Cara-
way.

Thanks to the labor of

employees who volunteered
their time, the extensive
beds were bursting with
produce last summer, most
of which was donated to
Harvest Hope or Meals on
Wheels.

“It’s just rewarding. I
think anybody who enjoys
nature and outdoors, that’s
who is enticed by it,” Cara-
way said.

While they’re cultivating
the soil, they’re also cultivat-
ing a culture of service, she
said. “It’s just another way
that our employees feel like
they can give back.”

It’s also an opportunity,
she said, for employees of
the 450-worker strong com-
pany to meet others with
whom they wouldn’t normal-
ly interact during the day.

Nurturing that sense of
community was also the
impetus behind a commun-
ity garden in Drexel Ter-
race, a neighborhood of
about 75 houses in Taylors.

Ellen Butler, president of

‘A growing project’‘A growing project’

Dan Hammond and Quentin Strunk work in the community
garden at First Christian Church.

Employees at ScanSource
Inc. volunteer their time
tomaintain the extensive
community garden on
their campus. Most of the
food is donated to local
charities.

Community gardens cultivate a culture of friendship, caring
ON THE WEB
■ Master Gardeners:
www.greatergreenvillemas-
tergardener.org
■ Clemson Extension:
www.clemson.edu/extension
■ American Community
Gardening Association:
http://communitygarden.org
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If you’re sitting on the fence
about buying a home, here’s
some information that might
help you decide.

The Greater Greenville Asso-
ciation of Realtors is sponsoring
a Home Resource Fair on April
2 at the Hughes Main Library.

The event will feature work-
shops for both homebuyers and
homeowners on these topics:
steps to buying a home, re-
building your credit, foreclo-
sure prevention, strategies for
finding the best home loans,
down payment assistance,
home inspections, personal
finance, budgeting and more.

“We have in the past done
some foreclosure prevention
workshops but … our scope is
a little bit bigger and we’re
focused just on successful
home ownership,” said Amanda
Serra, manager with Allen Tate
Realtors in Greenville. “It’s
more of a proactive concept.”

Serra said with low interest
rates, it’s a buyers’ market right
now. “It’s such a great time to
buy,” she said. “Particularly in
this economy, everybody is
trying to be smarter, wiser and
thriftier in all of their approach-
es to spending.”

And this workshop aims to
elevate that mindset, she said.
“In this economy, I think it’s
more important than ever to let
people know that there are
resources out there.”

Participants will include rep-
resentatives from Hammond
Law Firm, Keable & Brown law
firm, BB&T, Union Mortgage
and a host of agencies, includ-
ing United Way, Greenville
County Human Relations Com-
mission, Greenville County
Redevelopment Authority,
Greenville Housing Fund,
Homes of Hope and World
Redemption Outreach.

Rebuilding credit will be a
key issue, said Greg Burgess, a
housing counselor with the
Greenville County Human
Relations Commission.

“As it relates to home ow-
nership, credit factors are more
important now than they were
prior to the mortgage crisis
that began in 2008. The stan-
dards that the banks hold have
been raised,” said Burgess,
who will lead a session on re-
building credit.

The event is free and open to
the public.

Workshop
offers help
for buying
a home
Rebuilding credit
is key, experts say
By Cheryl P. Allen
STAFF WRITER
callen@greenvilleonline.com

YOU CAN GO
■ What: Home Resource Fair
■ When: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. April 2
■ Where: Hughes Main Library,
25 Heritage Green Place
■ Cost: Free
■ For more: www.ggar.com or
864-672-4427

If there’s anything I like
more than a day in my garden,
it’s a trip to see someone else’s
carefully tended landscape. Or
better yet, to visit a group of
gardens all dolled up for a tour.

Designed to jumpstart the
growing season, as well as
raise money for good causes,
garden tours are custom-made
for gathering ideas and in-
spiration. I often discover new
plants to incorporate into my
space, and I’m always watchful
for design ideas I can mimic at
home.

Don’t forget your camera and
a pencil and paper. Most gar-
deners will be happy to share
plant names or tell you where a
particular cultivar was pur-
chased. Take time to note
growing conditions in the gar-
den too. If you admire a certain
plant, look to see where and
how it grows, so you have an
equal chance for success at
home.

Then focus on design by
taking inventory of the gar-
den’s structural elements. Note
how the structures link or

separate areas, how they draw
the eye, and how they entice
you to move through the land-
scape. Most important, think
about your own garden and
how these things relate to your
space.

The Greenville Council of
Garden Clubs’ “Kaleidoscope
of Gardens” on April 15 and 16
kicks off the 2011 lineup of
tours. This event features six
private gardens near downtown
Greenville, including one of my
favorites, the garden of Beth
and Tom Croft on Woodvale
Avenue.

Beth, who frequently says

she’s never met a plant she
didn’t like, and Tom, who built
a dry-stacked stone wall to
enclose an English-inspired
perennial garden, have joined
forces to create a personal
haven. Every inch of the plant-
packed landscape is beautiful,
but a pond and patio combo
adjacent to the new screened
porch is especially inviting.

There, light filters through
the lacy leaves of a Japanese
Maple and shimmers on the
water’s cool surface. Croaking
frogs and gurgling water drown
out city noises, while Lenten
roses, ferns, hostas and other
shade-loving plants circle the
space in lush profusion.

Celebrate spring at bloom-filled gardens

MARIAN ST. CLAIR / Contributor

In the garden of Beth and TomCroft, this small pond and an adjoin-
ing patio offer a tranquil spot for relaxing after a busy day.

Marian St. Clair
Gardening

See BLOOMS on page 4D

Artios Academies of Green-
ville presents a fully cos-
tumed production of “Seussi-
cal the Musical” at 7 tonight
at the Fountain Inn Civic
Center.

The cast features 35 Artios
students ages 5-17 in a story
that sends a message familiar
to fans of Dr. Seuss children’s
books: “A person’s a person
no matter how small.”

Tickets are $10 for adults
and $6 for children, available
at seussicalartiosgreenville.e-
ventbrite.com or by cash or
check at the door.

For more: 864-420-7292.

DEAL OF THE DAY

‘Seussical
the Musical’
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